* 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGI 
JOURNAL. 


_ ON THE OF DIGITALIS IN DROPSY. 
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You must be made aware that dropsy is to be considered as the promi- 
nent symptom of some morbid condition of the body. It is not an idio- 
pathic disease, but it is the result of some unwonted action, into the | 
nature of which, before you search for your remeily, you must carefully 
inquire. To obtain a relief from the dischargeof the fluid is of course 
an object of anxious consideration, but beyond this you must ascertain 
what has been the predisposing, what the exciting cause, whether any 
other remedy may not be more effectual, whether the constitution of the 
individual is such that-you may prescribe an agent which, when it does 
not produce good effects, may become the source of mischief, and, in- 
— more detrimental than the disease which you undertaketo 
_ Nosologists have applied the name dropsy too indiscriminately; they — 
have merely taken the striking symptom, and the locality in which the 
hydropic effusion has occurred,:as ‘the sole objects of their attention. 
he disease is, however, anything but uniform in its character, in the 
causes from which it arises, or in the -effects which ate consequent upon 
it, The states of the system in which it makes its inroads, the various 
dis@ased organs which produce it, the morbid conditions of which it is a 
sequela, the variations apparent in the urinary secretion, the diversities of 
tissues liable to its influence—all demand the most earnest.attention, and 
must, in every individual case brought before you, be the subject of your — 
inquiry before you can employ to advantage the remedies which have 
been placed in your hands. 
Since the days of Aretseus, we have gained great experience; and 
we cannot, at the present hour, coincide altogether with the remark 
with which he commences. his chapter on dropsy, that “ very few re- 
cover from this disease, and'those rather by good fortune, and the kind- 
ness of the gods, than by our science, for the gods alone watch over 
great events.” We must attribute all we. know to a-supreme power ; 
and it is by examining and availing ourselves of all by which-we are 
surrounded, that we best show our gratitude, and we have been taught — 
that there are conditions in’ which relief can be decidedly afforded'by . 
the art that we have studied. 
To remove simple effusion, where no diseased viseus is present, is by 
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no means a difficult task ; but we have other objects in view. Some- 
‘times we are called upon to alleviate the most acute suffering, which 
. arises from water in the chest and in the abdomen, where we know that 
no effectual cure can be contemplated, and therefore we require to have 
in our possession varied means of action, to know when each is to be 
employed and when it is to be avoided. In some instances, a combi- 
nation of medicines will materially assist us, and, as Dr. Ferriar has 
shown, a mixture of many liquid diuretics will be found eminently useful, 
and where digitalis is properly united, it is invaluable. It is one of 
those medicines which prove the fallacy of the homeopathic doctrine, 
for, prescribed with other drugs, its beneficial consequences are often- - 
times more striking than when alone. Dr. Ferriar has upon this point 
somewhat a fanciful idea, but there appears, in the general principle, 
much soundness of judgment. He says, that he has been led by obser- — 
vation to suspect that there exists, in the relative effects of medicines, — 
something similar to the harmony of colors and sounds, and that the im- 
pulse requisite to the living powers of the body, which cannot be pro- 
duced by a single impression, may be effected by a concurrence or suc- 
cession of impressions, in some measure dependent on each other. His 
‘¢ Observations on the Treatment of Dropsy,” and his comparison of » 
“The Remedies of Dropsy,” two admirable papers, which are to be 
found in the three volumes which contain his medical reflections and 
histories, fully bear him out in his practice, if they do not in his theory. 
His prescriptions are well combined, and discriminately applied. They 
are not, as Crashaw has very fairly termed some of those ‘ farragos 
which are occasionally seea in chemists’ shops, “certain hard words 
made into pills,” but they are compositions which deserve attention and 
imitation. | 
With regard.to the peculiar state of an individual who is laboring un- 
der effusion, you will find that digitalis will not only, generally speaki 
be useless, but occasionally injurious, when there is great natural stre 
and vigor, which have been unimpaired by the ravages of disease, where — 
the muscular fibre is tense, the skin bard and dry, if the individual be 
inclined to corpulence, if the countenance be at all indicative of deter- 
mination to the head, or venous retardation, or if the habit of the bowels — 
be slow and difficult to be called into action. 7 
Dr. Withering first drew the distinction of the cases-of hydropic effu- _ 
sion in which digitalis would be found unsuccessful, and, I believe, the 
t majority of medical men who have been in the habit of employing 
it, coincide with his view, and the experience of the most acute and in- 
telligent practitioners has, on the other hand, satisfactorily demonstrated 
that there are states in which it is pre-eminently efficacious. In weak, 
delicate, irritable constitutions, where there may be present much —_ 
of fibre, a thin, soft, smooth, pale skin, which in the anasarcous |i 
" seems to be transparent, when upon pressure by the finger on the sur- 
face there appears to be no elasticity whatever, but the impression si 
in deep, and there is no evident power of resistance ; when the emacia- 
tion of the other parts of the body is very striking, where the counte- 
nance is pale, where there is feeble or intermitting pulse, when the 
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constitution has been much broken down, more particularly if it were 
originally strong, sound, and robust, where any indulgence in spirituous 
liquors, bad habits of life, the action of mercury, or any debilitatin 
cause, has produced the mischief—in such states digitalis will be indicated 
in preference to most of the diuretics, of which I shall hereafter have . 
to speak. You must remember, however, that it is merely the evacua- 
tion of the hydropic fluid that you will effect; but you have not ad- 
vanced more than a step in the cure of disease, more particularly if that 
disease be connected with disordered state of the viscera, or if it be at- 
tended with paralysis. It, however, will do that which sometimes is of 
as much importance as any object you can have in view ; it will alleviate 
the most distressing symptoms, and you will gain time, during which the 
system may be enabled to rally, and then ‘sustain the impression of -well- 
directed energetic remedies. Many have been the contradictory state- 
ments made of the diuretic effects of digitalis, in consequence of the 
want of attention to these principles, which you will find to be of vital © 
importance to you, and you will not fail in giving relief where you ju- 
diciously employ digitalis. You will frequently be astonished at the 
quickness with which the fluid is evacuated ; but you must not be sur- 
prised at the rapid accumulation which may again take place, when you 
remember what I have told you, that you do not influence the disease 
The man whose name I scarcely ever venture to pronounce. without 
expressing my admiration—Sydenham—gives, with that sincerity and love 
_ of truth which distinguished every word that fell from him,a very happy 
illustration of ribing for the name of a disease without inquiring toto 
its causes. He was called on to attend Mrs. Saltmash, of Westminster, 
who had the dropsy in the greatest degree he had ever seen, her belly 
being swelled to an incredible size. He gave her an ounce of syrup of 
‘buckthorn before dinner, according to the custom of the time, and it 
brought away an almost inconceivable quantity of water, without causing 
any disturbance or faintness. Encouraged by this, he gave her, every day, 
interposing a day ‘or two occasionally, a smaller dose until she recovered. 
He says, this was twenty-seven years before he wrote bis treatise, and 
the lady was his first dropsical patient. Being young and inexperienced, 
he could not help thinking that he was possessed of an infallible medi- 
cine for the cure of any kind of dropsy ; but in a few weeks he dis- 
covered his error, for, being soon after called on to attend another wo- 
man afflicted with the dropsy, which succeeded an inveterate. quartan 
fever, he gave the syrup, and repeated it frequently, increasing the dose 
by degrees ; but having ineffectually attempted to evacuate the water, 
inasmuch as the medicine did not operate, and the swelling of the bel 
increased, she dismissed him ; and he adds, “If my memory do not fail 
me she recovered, by the assistance of another physician, who adminis- 
tered more powerful remedies.” 


~ Ibis upon the heart and arterial system that digitalis acts ; it decreases 


the irritability of the constitution, it diminishes the frequency of action 
of the heart, and hence the circulation through the system is so slow, 
that the kidneys have more time to take from the tlood the watery 
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portion which they excrete, for we have no reason to believe that those 
organs are stimulated to any increased action by the herb. The physio- 
logical reasoning upon the action of digitalis has been considered to be 
obscure, from its having been supposed that it diminished action in one 
instance, and excited it in another; but I should attribute the apparently 
newly-acquired energy of the kidneys, not to any stimulus imparted to 
them, but to.their having a longer period to act upon the fluid which is 
detained in the renal vessels. Some authors have contended that digi- 
talis is a powerful stimulant, that it produces flushed face, hot skin, rest- 
lessness, and all the symptoms of febrile action ; and this you will find 
to be the case where, from a diseased state of the kidneys, the due sepa- 
ation of the fluid from the blood does not occur, or where, from pul- 
monary disease, the due transpiration does not take place ; for the sys-. 
tem of circulation is slowly carried on at first, but if no elimination from 
the blood occurs, the whole frame is thrown into disorder, and a febrile 
state is produced. 
Some believe that digitalis only acts as an indirect sedative, and only 
when it accumulatesin the system, and the experiments of Jorge, at Lei 
sic, are referred to ; the herb was given to individuals in a state of health, 
in doses of. a quarter of a grain of powder increased to three grains. It 
‘produced upon the alimentary canal marked effects, and this also oc- 
curred to Sandrart in his trials, when the digitalis was administered in 
powder ; but I have before observed to you, that, in this form, it is liable 
to produce considerable irritation of the stomach : it likewise influenced 
the brain, a state resembling intoxication coming on. Upon the genera- 
‘tive system its power was strongly marked, even to the excitement of 
‘seminal excretion in the male, and symptoms similar to the premonitory 
sensations which females experience at particular periods. on 
All these phenomena may depend upon the retardation, in the capil- 
lary vessels, of the blood; Dr. Mossman, in the year 1806, was the 
first who drew the conclusion, from its influence on the minute arteries, 
and the diminution of vascular action, that it was strictly a sedative ; he 
_ went so far-as to'state that he could obviate pneumonic inflammation 
with as much certainty by it as he could arrest the progress of an inter- 
mittent fever by means of the bark of cinchona. To his other observa- 
tions | may, in my next lecture, draw your attention when we come to 
notice the effects of digitalis in inflammation and in phthisis. ity 
I cannot, either with justice to myself or to this very important dis- 
ease, detain you much longer upon the influence of this herb on drop- 
‘sies, more especially as I shall hereafter have fuller opportunities of ex- 
platning to you the effects of diuretics, but I must observe that, in hy- 
drothorax arising from any obstacle to the circulation, such as hypertro- 
phy of the heart, when it is the termination of long protracted diseases 
of the thorax, if they be not accompanied by disordered conditions of 
the valves of the heart, digitalis may be employed. In ascites, in ana- 
‘sarca, dependent upon disordered states of the exhalent vessels, which 
throw out a larger quantity of fluid than can be absorbed, you produce 
good effect by diminishing the impulse with which the blood is directed 
to the capillaries, and you present that fluid to the kidneys for a greater 
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length of time, in consequence of which they can take up more to ex-_ 


crete than would otherwise be the case. In ovarian dropsy it seldom is 


found that digitalis succeeds ; in hydrocephalus, in infancy, it is highly 
noxious. Few states of the system have had niore diligent inquirers. 
Amongst them, Wells, Blackall, Parry, Abercrombie, Ayre, Yeats, 
Bostock, Bright, Golis, Cheyne, have most indefatigably labored, and 
the analysis of the urinary fluid has been of late years looked to with 
the hope of obtaining a fresh source of information. Many prefer ample 
depletion before the exhibition of this remedy, but I think you will gen- 
erally find that when you must lower the system previously, other diu- 
retics will be more serviceable, and 1 would strongly urge upon your 
minds, as I think it a matter of deep importance, to avoid, if possible, 


the junction of these two means of cure. — It is true that after venesec- 


tion digitalis is more diuretic, but the most fatal effects have occurred 
from giving the herb, where blood-letting has taken place. To use an 
expression which I have somewhere seen—* It kills the heart.” ee 

uring the action of digitalis for the cure of dropsy, the recumbent 
position ‘is preferable, for, from the experiments of Dr. Baildon, detailed 
in the “ Edinburgh Medical Journal,” for the year 1807, we learn that 
it decreases the action of the heart most when an individual is lying © 
down. He observed in his own case, and he repeated the experiment 
several times, that after digitalis had taken its effect, as long as he stood 
erect, his pulse, which was upwards of 100, had not. lessened in fre- 
quency ; when he sat down it became about 75 ; but when he. lay upon 


his back, it fell very considerably, and became as low even as 40. Dr, 


Baildon found that the same effect was. produced upon all those patients 
to whom he had thought it proper to administer the herb. This effect 
is one of the most astonishing facts in our history of this sedative ; it is 
very singular that it has not excited more attention, and led to some de- 
cisive experiments. Although Dr. Baildon’s trials of this interesting 
substance have been detailed by a vast number of authors, there does 
not seem to have been drawn from them that result. which minute inves- 
tigations would most probably afford to us in our practice. < ees, 

There is almost always some degree of nausea, of hunger, of un- 
easiness, of general irritability present, whenever — is given ; in- 
deed it would almost appear to be necessary for its salutary influence to 
be produced, and Dr. Paris has a very judicious and a very practical 
remark upon this point, which J think will be fully borne out by all those 
who use it, that every attempt to prevent these unpleasant effects, or to 
correct the operation of digitalis, by combining it with aromatic or stimu- 
lant medicines, seems to be fatal to the diuretic powers of the remedy : 
he has likewise quoted Dr. Blackall, who objects, in some cases, to the 
union of mercury, digitalis, and squill; to the combination of the two 
latter, however, | do not think the same objectiqns arise as to the first. . 

In some individuals the miserable train of sensations that follow upoa 


— the employment of this remedy, precludes the possibility of persevering 


in it even when we perceive that it has been successful ; nausea, vomit- 
ing, excessive depression of spirits, and fainting, often prevent us from 
proceeding further with it, and as avy attempt then to combine it with 
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“any drug that might be supposed to obviate its bad influence destroys its 
efficacy, we are obliged to abandon it altogether. Rais iliaiai 
There is a point at which we can no longer administer digitalis ; this 
is generally ascribed to its accumulation in the stomach, but it seems to 
be rather dependent upon the very low tone to which the vascular and _ 
muscular systems have been lowered, for neither by vomiting nor by 
purging has any portion of the digitalis been thrown off, and the same 
effects are visible if the endermic mode of acting upon the system 
have been pursued. It is generally at about the eighth dose that the, 
baneful influence of the herb is visible, and this often happens whether 
the dose have been large or small, whether it have been diminished or 
increased, whether it have been given twice or three times in the course 
of the day ; some curious examples have been quoted by Sandrart in 
two papers which appeared in the ‘ Bulletin General de Therapeu- 
tique,” in the year 1833. They present some very extraordinary results 
from its continued use ; his cases were principally diseases of the heart; 
out of 57, 31 had maladies of that organ, 13 being hypertrophy without 
dilatation, eight hypertrophy with dilatation, and eight dilatation without 
hypertrophy ; they fully bear out the great necessity of caution which 
the wisest and most experienced men of our own country have so strong- 
ly inculcated ; he seems, with Dr. Halloran, Dr. Hamilton, and others, 
to consider it as a narcotic, first stimulating, and afterwards acting as a 
sedative. When the poisonous effects are produced after the symptoms 
of disturbance of the alimentary canal (indicated by the vomiting and 
purging, then vertigo, drowsiness, and frequent faintings) come on, the 
skin is bedewed with a cold sweat, the tongue and lips swell, profuse 
salivation occurs, sometimes the action of the kidneys is totally suspend- 
ed, at others it is increased, with frequent desire to expel the urine, or at 
others inability to retain it is felt; the pulse intermits and is slow, and — 
delirium, hiccoughs, cold sweats, confused vision and frequent faintings 
follow, till death closes the scene. 
Dr. Henry gives us an instructive example, in the eighth volume of 
the “ Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal :”—A female, laboring 
under dropsy, took an over dose of a decoction which had been made 
by boiling two handfuls of the leaves ina quart of water, then pressing 
the mass so as to express the whole of the liquor. At seven in the 
morning she drank two tea-cupfuls, amounting to not less than ten ounces 
by measure. “In an hour’s time she began to be sick, and vomited 
of the contents of her stomach. Enough, however, was retained to 
excite vomiting and retching throughout that and the whole of the fol- 
lowing day, during which everything that was taken was rejected. In 
the intervals of sickness she was exceedingly faint, and her skin was 
covered with a cold sweat, the tongue and lips swelled, and there was a 
‘constant flow of viscid saliva from the mouth ; very little urine. was 
voided on the day she took the digitalis, and on the following days the 
action of the kidneys was entirely suspended ; when Dr. Henry. saw her, 
which was 48 hours after she had taken the poison, the tongue was 
white, the ptyalism continued, though in a less degree, and the breath 
was foetid; the pulse was low, irregular, not exceeding 40, and: after 
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every third or fourth pulsation an intermission occurred for some seconds ; 
she complained also of general pains in the limbs, and cramps in the 
legs. By the use of effervescing draughts, and ether with ammonia, she 
gradually recovered from her imperfect health. Dr. Henry states that 
re “a taken no mercury, and that the ptyalism was the effect of the 
igitalis. 
Professor Brande, in his “ Elements of Pharmacy,” gives an instance. 
of that carelessness which is sometimes met with in our public institu- 
tions, where those who order an important drug, forget to give the 
necessary caution, and the patient continues to take daily, without hav- 
ing any one to watch its effects, an energetic poison as a remedy. He 
suys that he knew an instance of a person who suffered under anasarca 
the legs, and who applied for relief to a dispensary, where he re- . 
ceived a box of pills, one of which he was directed to take three times 
a day; on the evening of the third day, he complained of great de- 
bility and faintness, and in the course of the night vomiting and faintin 
came on; in the morning he died upon attempting to get out of bed 
This sudden death, from the influence of digitalis, is by no means an 
unusual event; and hence it is advisable, that when it has been ad- 
ministered for a short time, exertion should be avoided, and the patient 
kept in a recumbent position ; the slightest movement may prove fatal, 
for the pulse instantaneously quickens, the heart throbs and labors ex- 
cessively, and fainting occurs from svhich there is no recovery ; not only. 
have there been such instances of sudden death during the administra- 
tion of the medicine, but even two or three days after it had been dis- 
continued. It has been very properly described by my late valued 
friend, Professor Burnett, in one of the best works on botany that we 
possess, his ‘‘ Outlines of Botany,”—‘ as one of our most beautiful 
uative plants, and one of our most active indigenous medicines and in- 
sidious poisons. Its influence over the action of the heart, and its 
power of reducing the rate of the sanguineous circulation, would alone 
render it an important remedial agent, but when to the above are added 
the collateral effects on the kidneys and salivary glands, and its peculiar 
_ characteristic of lying, as it were, for a time, latent, and accumulating 
the power of repeated doses, so that by one fell swoop the heart is in a 
moment palsied, and life at once extinct, it'must be acknowledged that 
it is a most fearful as well as useful drug.” at 
Few medicines have been more fairly tried as an iatraleptic or cu- 
taneous medicament in France, than this has been in the cure of dropsy, 
and it has answered the most sanguine expectations that had been formed 
of its efficacy. Dr. Chrestien, to whom we are much indebted for his _ 
experiments, has given us a fair narration of the cases in which he was 
successful, and those in which he failed. He is borne out in his prac- 
tice by M. Cros Rogery, of St Geniez; by Bernard, of Bezieres ; by 
Blavet, of Monthozin ; by Roucher, of Montpelier ; and: by Archibold 
Aspold. Under M. Rogery’s treatment by the friction with digitalis, a 
case of dropsy of the abdomen, which. followed upon a repelled erup- 
tion, was cured. Under Dr. Chrestien, dropsy, the sequela of scarlet 
nflammation, 


fever, disappeared ; and dropsies consequent on vascular i 
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- and. on splenitis, after intermittent fever, have yielded to friction upon 
the hypogastrium, with tincture of digitalis, three times in the course of 
the day. The tincture is made by macerating, fora quarter of an hour, 
an ounce of the leaves in three ounces of alcohol. The method em- 
ployed by Brera, which was the first introduced, and therefore some- 
wat rude, consisted in macerating the digitalis in saliva, and then a 
plying it by friction on the abdomen. I drew the attention of the profes- 
sion to what had been done in this way, in France, three years ago. I 


have tried the system, but do not find it as successful as the internal 
adininistration. | 


REPORT ON THE*RADICAL CURE OF HERNIA. 
{Continued from page 191.] 
(d) Of the es.—THeE perineal strap is never wanting in 
the iain truss of Dr. Chase. It . attached behind by means of a 
sliding loop, through which pass the spring and cover. . Before, it is 
commonly secured to the strap-button, but each instrument is also 
vided with another button made expressly for the perineal strap. This — 
is seated on the lower extremity of the block-slide, and may be used to ~~ 
give additional security and force to the action of the block when the 

wer part of ‘the abdomen is very prominent and loaded with fat. The 
back-pad is a very important appendage to the truss, giving great cer- 
tainty to the position of the instrument, by protecting from irritation the 
spinous processes of the sacrum, and filling the interval between the 
spring and the integuments along the median line on the back of the » 

_ pelvis. Some very important improvements have been made in the 
construction and mode of attachment of this pad. It is formed of a 
simple circular disk of tin, about four inches in diameter, covered with 

soft buckskin, and lightly wadded. A broad sliding loop of leather sus- 
pends it on the spring and cover, so that its position may be adapted 
exactly to the size of the patient and other accidental circumstances. 

This perfectly free mobility of the back-pad’ is believed to be a novel 

arrangement and one of high practical importance ; for it is found that . 

the parts about the back of the pelvis are so intolerant of even slight 

pressure, when very long continued, that the subcutaneous fat becomes 

- absorbed and the skin irritated by the mildest back-pad, if it be worn in 

one invariable position for many months consecutively. This difficulty 

is entirely obviated by an occasional change of position uced by 

sliding the pad a little toward one or the other side—a change that is: 

not attended with any loss in the security of retention, and which is ac- 

- complished more readily by the arrangement just described than by any 

ather known to the Committee. | | | 

- Having thus analyzed the several parts of the inguinal truss of Dr. 
Chase, the Committee feel bound honestly. to state their conviction that 
this instrument surpasses all others known to them in the accuracy and 
permanence of its retentive power in common inguinal hernia ; a convic- 
tion fully sustained by all their practical observations of the action of 
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trusses. The instrument is worn with so much comfort, that patients — 
generally relinquish it unwillingly, and sometimes absolutely refused so 
to do, even when pronounced well by the surgeon. | : 


Chase’s Common Inguinal Truss for the Right Side. 


Gi 
\\ 


Fig. 5.—a The’ block and 
block-attachment. 
b The part of the spring 
which bears the greatest stress 
ce and requires the highest temper. 
ce The termination of the 
spring, made more flexible, and 
extending to the edge of the os 
ocesses on ite side 
d The back-pad seen in situ. 
_e The perineal strap with its 
end thrown round the extremity 
of the apring-cover. 


. 6—The attachment being 
in all respects similar to that in fig. 
. 2, no,references are required. 


* 


f - Fig. .7.—Longitudinal section of 
Fig. 8—Transveree section. 


_ It will be recollected that at the time of the Preliminary Report, Dr. 
Chase employed in ventro-inguinal hernia, either his own common in-.: 
guinal block, or a modification of Hood’s block with a parabolie projec- 
tion. The former-did not furnish sufficient security against protrusion, 
and we have already mentioned that the latter, though approved by the 
Committee as the best solid block then in use for inguinal hernia, is liable 

to some decided objections, not altogethergunattended with danger. a 
Committee, therefore, stated that they considered “a more perfect instra- 
ment to fulfil the sime purposes, bothfpossible and desirable.” (Pre. 
Rep. 323.) Their views on this subject having been freely communi- 
cated to Dr. Chase, who was already conscious. of the necessity of im- 


provement in this instrument, he devoted his mechanical talent to the 
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-removal of the difficuliy. The result was the construction of the ven- 
tro-inguinal block, described by the Chairman under the head of Ameri- 
can Intelligence, in the same number of the American Journal which. 
contains the report (p. 543). At the time that the note was written, 
the Committee had not enjoyed an opportunity of testing the practical 
application of this block. ‘They have since witnessed its operation in 
many cases, some of which were of a very unfavorable character. It is 
extremely difficult perfectly to retain a ventro-inguinal or direct hernia 
by any of the forms of soft pads, as it is indispensably necessary that 
those pads should press extensively upon the brim of the pelvis, in order 
that they may completely guard an orifice bounded on one side by the 
pubic bone. This pressure not only increases the number and severity 
of the cases of varicocele, a disease of frequent ccurrence, under the 
use’of all trusses, though seldom of much moment, but it also gives 
rise occasionally to troublesome hydrocele, and sometimes to wasting of 
the testicle.- The form of Chase’s ventro-inguinal block is so accurate- 
ly adapted to that of the os pubis, that it has secured the bowel perfectly 
in every instance of ventro-inguinal hernia in. which it bas been seen 
applied by the Committee. The primary adjustment of the truss is 
considerably more difficult, and requires more time and skill in the worst 
cases of this accident than in the inguinal variety, but the. ultimate suc- 
cess of retention does not appear to be less perfect when once accom- 
plished. The pressure of this block upon the os pubis has been made a 
subject of complaint in only one instance, and the inconvenience then 
resulted from a slight mal-adjustment in the first application, which being 
corrected, the difficulty never recurred. | 
{To be continued.) 


CONTROLLING POWER OF VACCINATION. 


BY THOS. PRITCHARD, OF HEREFORD, ENG. 


[tee following communication was made to the London Lancet in con- 
rmation of the opinion recently advanced by Mr. Bree, in the same 
Journal, that vaccination has no power of preventing, or even modifying, 
the smallpox, if performed after exposure to the influence of the 
contagion. | 
August 4. I vaccinated a very healthy child in Lugwardine, near this 
city ; the vaccine pustule formed, and went through its usual stages. 
10. I took lymph from the arm for the purpose of further vaccination. 
16. I was called to the same child, and trond it laboring under the 
premonitory symptoms of smallpox, and in due course it had that dis- 
ease in a confluent form. Fearing that the nurse might also become in- 


. * “ Chase’s ventro-inguinal block resembles the common inguinal block, stron compressed 
upon its broader convexity, until the more sudden curvature is mane to overhang the e: toa 
extent, particularly in the middie of the length of the block, so that when the block is vinctl on 
its base and viewed perpendicularly, it presents on one margin a semi-elliptical curvature, and on 


_ the other an effuse parabola. This form permits the effective pressure of the block to act very 


near the brim of the pelvis without injuring the spermatic cord, or contusing the integuments 
against the bone ; and it would appear difficult to contrive a fi pad better secure 
retention of the bowel in this of 


~ 
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fected, I immediately vaccinated her, but in ten days after (although vac- 
cination satisfactorily matured), she, as well as the mother of the child, 
sickened, and had confluent smallpox. Three other servants in the 
~ same house are now under my care with the same disease, all having 
marks of early vaccination in their arms. 1 beg you to observe that the 
nurse, who was vaccinated, had a heavier load than those who were not, 
and this I think clears up the point, that | 
Vaccination has no eee of preventing or even modifying variola, 
if not had recourse to before the system has become contaminated. 


SUCCESS OF VARIOUS REMEDIES IN THE GRAND HOSPITAL OF 
PALERMO. 


(Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Tue subjoined table, translated from Portal’s ‘“ Trattato di Clinica Chi- 
rurgica,” is of some practical interest, though, of course, partial and de- 
fective in its character. Its object is to give, summarily, the success of 
the curative means employed in the Grand Hospital of Palermo, and 
elsewhere, during ten years, from 1825 to 1835. It is to be noticed 
that opium, camphor, and red precipitate are, from the manner in which 
they were employed, necessarily excluded from the table. 


61816 
§ Ancient fracture- -  - 3 
? Lymphatic abscess ofthe mamma - - 1 
Seton in nape of the § Mania 
nec 2 Chronic ophthalmia, with opacity of the cornea = - | 7| 5 
Inguinal hernia - - + + 
Hernia of the iris 15| 2 
Belladonna - - <Ophthalmia - - - + 
Spasm of the muscles of the face and the sterno-mas-| 
Umbilical hernia - - «©. « 1 

Belladonna, with Articular dropsy oftheknee - - - - 2 

mercurial ointment Swelling of the testicle - - - - - = 4| 

Tinct. of Strychnia Paraplegia - - 1 

with Janin's pomade ) Morbid granulations of the Meibomian glands- 13 

Opacity of thecornea - - - 138 

Nitrate of Silver Ulcers uponthecornea - - - - - 

Hernia oftheiris - - - | 10/5 

Mercurial Ointment} Chronic ophthalmia - - - - - +. | 31 
and its prepara- Chronic swellings. - - - - «© 6018 

 Sarsaparilla - - - Confirmedilues - = | 25/20). 

Cinchona Dry gangrene - - 31 12 

Calomel - - - —Ophthalmia, internally and externally - 4 

Acetate of Lead -- Incollyrium forophthalmia - - - - 


‘ 
- 
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Remedies by Surgical Operation. 


Amputation - - arm “ ] 
“ forearm “ - ] 
Of the metacarpal ofthumb- - -_— - 1 
Disarticulation - hand (circular) - - = 
2 phalanges (do.) - - | 29 
Semi-castration - | Q 
Hydrocele - - - Incision) - - 5 
Cutting for Fistula 4 
mamma - - -s 1 10 
Inguindlh - © 5 2 
Herniotomy - - <Crural - - + = 4 l 
Extensive cutaneous 34 5 
incisions 
Circumcision - - 
Resection of Bones ‘ 6 1 
Tapping - - - Ofthekneejoint - - 3| i 
Urethrotomy - - 3 
Recision - - - Oftonsils - - + | 10 
‘In swelling of the tonsils - - - = = 8 
ranulas - - - - 8 
heiwnorrhage from piles- - - = 2 
malignant pustule - - - - - | 10 1 
Actual Cautery - { parulis- - - + + 2 
epulis - - + «© -« 4 
chronic venereal bubo - - - - 4 
parotilis - - 6 1 
| caries of lower jaw and tibia - - 5 
Ofthe humerus - - - «+ | 10 1 
“ lowerjaw- - = 2 
Ligature of Arteries “ femoral - - «© 
Removal of Pterygium 
For Empyema_- 
ithotomy - - - Lateraloperation - - + - 
Artificial Pupil 
Fistula lachrymalis 
Acupuncture - - 
Recision of Conjunctiva 
Incision - - - For imperforation - 
Catheterism- - - 1511140 ll 
For Cutaract - - 


al 


3 
Sis] 
For Harelip - - i eke 1 
Recision- - - - Oflowerlip - «= 1 1 
frontaido. - - « 31 2 1 
humerus (Boyer’s) - - - - 29) 28/1 
radius - - + .= «+ | 10) 10 
ulna and radius - 6| 6 
tures patella (Assalina’s) - - - - 8| 7 1 
tibiaand fibula - - - - «+ | 10) 9 1 
bones ofcarpus - - = 5 
lower jaw = 3 1 
Amputation of Penis 6 2 
Extirp. of Ganglions 5 4 1 


In this prospectus to his clinical observations and cases, Signor Portal 
resents an exhibition of success, so remarkable, as almost to alarm us. 
r his veracity. But it would be unfair not to allow him the confidence 

due to an ardent lover of science, at least after deducting a reasonable 
per centage as a commission to the love of one’s own reputation ; espe- 
cially when we can place by the side of what he claims in the use of 
belladonna, and the nitrate of silver, his humiliating admissions in re- 
gard to amputating the breast. He remarks in a note concerning the 
extract of belladonna combined with acetate of lead, that he has used it 
happily for acute ophthalmia of severe character, in cases too numerous 
to calculate. ‘The fatal cases of amputated breast were all decided by 
a reproduction of the cancerous disease. The five fatal cases followin; 

the cutaneous incisions, were from extended gangrene. The fatal result: 
following the resection of a bone, arose from a fierce meningitis occur- 
ring after the operation. The two deaths following the operation of 
lithotomy, and the two from paracentesis of the bladder, were occasioned 
by cysto-peritonitis, ‘The single fatal case of fractured cervix femoris, 


depended on an attack of apoplexy ; and that of fractured femur, on 
tetanus. 
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DR. WARREN'S RHINOPLASTIC OPERATION. 


Ir will be recollected that a detailed re of Dr. Warren’s operation 
for a new nose, accompanied by three lithographic heads, illustrative of 
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the er of the parts before and after the operation, appeared in 
this Jou 


rnal several months ago. The expression was at the time—that 
it was one of the triumphs of modern surgery—the construction of a per- 
fect nasal organ from the teguments of the forehead. As it has been 
circulated of late that the case was not as successful in the end, as was 
anticipated, we have taken pains to investigate the matter in person. On 
Sunday evening an interview was held with the patient. He is not only 
in most perfect health, but he has a good and wholesome facial expres- 
sion. No person, unacquainted with the facts, would ever suspect that 
his strongly marked aquiline nose was wholly taken from the forehead, 
above the orbits. It might, perhaps, occur to the spectator, as a casual 
thought, that the individual had received a sabre wound on the left side of 
the nose, down to the corner of the mouth. He is a painter, by profes- 
sion, and labors constantly—almost forgetting the sufferings through 
which he has passed. The nostcils are well turned—and the new nasal 
apparatus is used for all the common purposes. If compressed or closed, 
the character of the voice is changed—even colds produce the same 
phenomena as in the original Gne. | | 
As a general rule, the defects of the rhinoplastic operation are shown 


in the diminutive size of the new nose—the bridge of which falls down, 


ultimately, to a level with the face, presenting a shocking deformity, of 
which the patient cannot divest his mind. He therefore shuns society, 
and is an outcast, partly as a matter of necessity, and partly from choice. 
But in Dr. Warren’s case, the usual errors of other surgeons, in this re- 
spect, were avoided—more material being, secured, which is always 
safest, as, if any absorption takes place, enough will remain to maintain 
the desired prominence, the chief character of the external organ. A 
kind of muscular motion at the wings and at the root, on the left side, 
near the inner canthus of the eye, is quite perceptible. This is undoubt- 
edly effected by the fibres ofthe levators of the lip, corrugators and occi- 
pito-frontalis. No diminution in the size will probably hereafter take 
place. The operation occurred on the 19th of September, 1836—and as 
no change, either in appearance or function, has since been manifested, 
it is fair to conclude that it will remain permanently as it is—as perfect 
as it is possible for an artificial nose to be. The sensation is precisely as 
in the old nose. At first, the tip, when touched, appeared to be on the 
upper part of the forehead ; but the sensation is now referred to the point 
where impressions are actually made. On the whole, our admiration has 
been greatly increased by this opportunity of reinspecting the perfect 
success of this remarkable operation. 3 st 


Smallpox.—Several cases occurred, as heretofore stated, a week or 
two since, in the city of Lowell. Only one new one has since a peared, 
which demonstrates the value of vaccination. At Nashua, N. i, one 
person has the disease—a small child has died with it, and there is also a 
case at Merrimack. At the south and west, where there was a preva- 
lence of the malady a few months since, it seems to have been circum- 
scribed. Vaccination is the only course to be pursued with any prospect 
of limiting the wide-spreading devastation of smallpox, where it once 
makes its appearance. 


Amputations.—A good, judicious work on this simplest branch of sur- 
gery, is as much wanted in this country as any scientific’ treatise that 
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could be indicated. Every manual, from the cost of an English shilling 
to the dearest books on operative surgery, are elaborate enough on am- 
utations, and yet scarcely any two agree in deciding what method is best. | 
t is precisely so with the operators throughout the entire country : one 
pursues one particular plan, and a second adopts another. No more 
compilations should be tolerated ;—if practicable, let us have an Ameri- 
can book. . Amputations at the articulations, and amputations generally, 
should be treated of, and nothing extraneous ought to be introduced. 


; “Foreign Corres nce.—An interesting letter from a Boston physi- 


cian, dated at Edinburgh, was received too late for this number, but it 
shall have insertion next week.—Dr. Warren’s paper read at Liverpool, 
before the British Association, on American Crania, has also been re- 
ceived by the last packet. This, too, we propose to present our readers 
as soon as other matters can be disposed of. ** | 


Medical Introductory Lectures.—Though disappointed in not finding it 
convenient to be present when the several professors, at the Medical 
College in this city, gave their introductories, last week, we have been 
assured they were highly satisfactory. Dr. Lewis, who should never be 
permitted to leave the school so long as the corporation can devise ways 
and means for paying him for his services, will render important assist- 
ance to the students of the anatomical department the present term. 
Last season, there was a general regret that he had neither part nor lot 
in the matter. | 


Dartmouth College.—Ninety-two students compose the present class. 
Of this number, one is an Indian and another a negro.—No returns have 
been made of the classes at Berkshire, Fairfield, New Haven, or Cas- 
tleton. Probably the publication of the catalogues has been postponed 


to the close of the term. a 


Iston Medical Society.—On Tuesday evening, Nov. 14th, an address 


will be delivered before this energetic association, at the Medical Col- 
lege, which we recommend the medical gentlemen of the city, and par- 


ticularly all honorary members, to attend. , 


Blind Institution.—Dr. Howe, the: director of this in&titution, and a 
member of the medical profession, who eminently distinguished himself 
asa surgeon in Greece, in the memorable struggle of that oppressed 
country against the Turks, will transmit his name to posterity in the char- 
acter of one of the benefactors of the age in which he lives. His im- 

rovements in embossed printing, the singular advantages of his alphabet, 
beside various other devices by which the blind are able to enlarge their 
sphere of knowledge through the sense of touch, are meritorious in the 
highest degree. 


To Corresponpents.—Dr. Carpenter’s singular cases of disease of the ute- 


rus, Dr. Sewell on Double Amputation, with the. interesting letter referred to 


above, are reserved for next week. 


Dizp,—In Natchez, Mi., of the yellow fever, Dr. Thomas Davis. — 
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Whole aamberer deaths in Boston, for the week ending Nov. 4, 21. 12—Females, 9. 
Consumption, 2—burn, 1—drowned, ]—inflammation of the 1 age, 1—measles, 1— 

dropsy in the head, 1—inflanmation ‘of the lungs, 1—inflammation of the stomach, 1—croup, 2 

disease of the heart, 1—paralysis, 1—stillborn, 3. 


LECTURES ON THE DISEASES OF. THE EYE. ; 

Da. Jouw Jzrraizs will deliver a a Lectures on the Anatomy and Diseases of the Eye, at 
day of November. “Apply to DB. JEFFRIES, No. wet, ow th 
Gey, at It ll o’clock, A.M. é Nov. 1—ep3t 


MEDICAL SCHOOL OF MAINE. 
Tue Medical Lectures at Bowdoin College will commence on Monday, the 19th of February, 1898, 
Anatomy and Surgery, by Joszra Rosy, M.D., late Demonstrator of Anatomy in the Medical 
School of Harvar Un versity. 

and Practice of Physic, Obstetrics and Medical Jurisprudence, by M’Kern, M.D. 
Chemistry and Materia Medica, by Panxer Cizavectanp, M.D. 

The Anatomical Cabinet and the Library to son increasi 
» Every person, becoming a member of this institution, is prey to present a 
evidence of possessing a good moral character. ‘ 

The amount of fees fur the lectures is $59. ‘The lectures continue three months. 

Degrees are conferred at the close of the lecture term in May, and at th following Commence 
ment the College in September. 

Professor M’Keex, who has been absent during the last year, visiting the hospitals of Great Britain 
and France, will return to this country before the commencement of the lectures. 


CLEAVELAND, Secretary. 
Brunswick, Oct. 1837. Nov. 8—eop6t 


MEDICAL 

Tue subscribers have associated for the pu of giving medical instruction. A convenient room 
has’ been provided for this purpose, which will be open to the etudents at all hours. ‘They will 
access to an extensive ical library, and every other necessary facility for the acquirement of @ 
thorough medical education. 

Opportunities will be offered for the observation of diseasesand their treatment in two Dispensary 
districts, embracing Wards 1, 2 and 3, and in cases which will be treated ut the room 

Instruction will be given by clinical and other lectures, and by examinations at least twice a week. 

Sufficient attention will be paid to Practical Anatomy. 

For further information, application may be made at the room, over 103 Hanover eB, or to 


the subscribers. EPHRAIM BUCK 
ASA B. SNOW, 
WALTER LEACH, M.D. 
Boston, August 9, 1837. HENRY G. CLARK, M.D. 


JOSEPH MORIARTY, M.D. 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 
Tue subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical instruction, 
and will receive pupils on the following terins : 
The pupils will be adinitted to the practice ofthe Massachusetts General Hospital, and will nn gt 
clinical lectures on the cases they witness there. Ins:ruction, by lectures or examinations, will be 
given in the intervals cft he public lectures, every week day. 


On Midwifery, and the Diseases of Women me on Chemietry, Dr. 
On Physiology Pathology, Therapeutics, an rn. Wane. 

On the Prin ples and Frestice = Surgery, - Oris. 

On Anatomy, - - - Lewis. 


The students are provided with a room in Dr. Lotte Raisins where they have access to a large 
library. Lights and fuel without any charge, The opportunities for acquiring a knowledge of Anato- 
my are not inferior to'any in the country. 

he fees are $100—to be paid in advance. Nocredit given, except on sufficient security of some 
person = Boston, nor months. 

Applications are to e to Dr. ter ning, Tremont the Tremont 

ALTER CHANNING, 
| JOHN W 
Cet. 18—tf GEORGE W. im” 
WINSLOW Lewis, 


Pursicians section of the United States can ure quills with Purz V corns 
Virus by on addressing the editor of the Boston Me Medical and Surgical Journal, 
ing one dollar, post paid, without which, no letter will be taken from the post office. Oct. 25. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom all communications 
must be addressed post-paid. [t is also published in Monthly Parts, each Part containing the weekly 
numbers of the | month, stitched in a cover. Pri Editor.— Price $3,00 a 
year ia er erthree $4,00 if net paid within the year.— Agents allowed 
every seventh copy gratis.—Orders from a distance must be accompanied b y payment in ad or 
satisfactory reference.—Postage the for a Newspaper. ” 
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